Talent Match Derbys/Notts:

Engaging and involving young people
We wrote to you a while back to introduce Talent Match; a Big Lottery strategic fund to reduce the number of young people in long term unemployment and helping them to enter learning, find work or start their own enterprise.  The fund is focussed on the needs of 18-24 year olds who have been out of work or training for 12 months.
Your organisation expressed an interest in being involved in the partnership and we’d like to call on your help with a couple of things.
Encouraging young people to get involved 

There are lots of opportunities for young people to get involved at whatever level they feel comfortable and include:

· Being part of the panel to select the Lead Partner. The interviews take place on the afternoons 5 and 8 October (YES THIS FRIDAY AND MONDAY!) Young People would need to be available for both sessions. Support will be offered, travel expenses will be covered and vouchers will be given as a thank you for taking part. We’re looking for a diverse panel of 5 people so cannot guarantee all volunteers will be selected. Please contact sandracasey@one-em.org.uk 0115 934 9471 if you have someone who is interested.

· We also have a number of other panels they can join. The first of these is at the partnership event on 11 October in Long Eaton. We’d like a group of Young People to discuss the challenges they are facing with employers. Employers will discuss the challenges they are facing with Young People and then they will all look at how they can address these together. If you have any young people who might like to come along between 1 and 3.30 (lunch will be provided) please contact sandracasey@one-em.org.uk 0115 934 9471.
· Visiting our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/TalentMatchD2n2 where they can have their say. 
· Answering the Big 5 questions – either on the Facebook page, via our Survey Monkey link http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tpkmj2s  or at a focus group that you might facilitate.  All participants leaving a phone number or email address will be entered into a prize draw for a £30 gift vouchers.

Evidence of need

We are gathering data and statistics for Young People aged 18-24. We are currently working on mapping the evidence of need for the following groups: 

· Ex offenders 

· Care leavers 

· Young carers

· Those with substance misuse issues (Drug abuse - Alcohol misuse)

· Young people who are homeless

· Teenage parents 

· Young people with a disability

· Young people with low aspirations/ limited educational attainment

· Young people in rural communities or those with limited access to transport / services

· Travellers 
Action:

· Forward any information on key areas of need, NEET hotspots and areas with limited provision to Lisa.vernon@consortium.org.uk and come along to the event on 11 October as we will be mapping current provision and identifying issues and gaps in services across the area.
